INVENTION OF THE OWENS BOTTLE MACHINE
completely novel, feeling his steps gradually, often meeting with disappointment. Success, however, finally crowned his work.
His first attempt on which the fundamental or basic invention is fixed, resulted in a crude device for gathering by suction into a two-part iron mold, a solid mass of glass from a pot of melted glass. The upper part of the mold completely formed the neck and lip of the bottle around a plunger, the plunger being inserted through the top of the parison or solid mass of glass in the mold.
The next process was to open the lower mold. This permitted the parison suspended by the neck in the upper mold to be placed in the finishing mold. The finishing mold was similar in shape to the bottle to be blown. By reversing the piston in the cylinder, air was forced in an opposite direction to that used in gathering the glass, and the parison was expanded in the mold and blown into form.
On the page opposite we have illustrated the process that was described above. This shows the original automatic gathering device and the method of operation.
This description makes the operation appear simple, yet it was several months before a finished bottle could be made.
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